
 
 
CHURCH CALENDAR 
Today  9:00-Coffee Café 

 11:00-Snack and Chat 

 12:00 Lake Harbor Service Project with Temple (TCB Boxing)   

Jul 20 10:00-Temple Golf  

Jul 21 10:00-Temple Garden  

Jul 22 9:30-3:30 District Training: Dare to Dream like Jesus (Saginaw UMC) 

 2:00-5:00- Supper House 26th Anniversary Picnic (Temple parking lot) 

Jul 23 1:00-Pastor’s One-on-One with District Superintendent   

Jul 24 10:00- Retired clergy group (pastor’s office) 

Jul 30 6:00-8:00 Muskegon Methodist Ministries quarterly gathering at Lake Harbor 

  UMC. All are welcome to attend. Evening meal provided.  

Aug 2 1:00-Temple Picnic at Jim Oslund’s Lake Michigan cottage  

 

Welcome back Janie Glerum! Thank you for sharing your gift of music with us this 
morning.  Janie taught English and Spanish at Shelby High School for 30 years and was 
an adjunct at Muskegon Community College for 10 years. She currently works for Friend 
of the Court in Oceana County. She has enjoyed playing piano for over 50 years, most 
recently for Muskegon Civic Theatre, Coopersville Community Theater, and West Shore 
Community College. 
 

GIVING-  There are multiple ways to give- in person, mail, online- 

www.templeumcmuskegon.com or scan the code with your 

phone’s camera and click the link VANCO ©                                                   
 

 
 

Each person is a beloved child of God. Temple United Methodist Church welcomes, affirms 
and invites everyone into the full life and ministry of our congregation regardless of race, 

culture, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, family or socioeconomic status, 
physical or mental ability, or faith history. Join us as we gather as one community, grow 

our faith, give our diverse gifts, and go into the world to advance the Reign of God. 
 

 “+” is an invitation to stand in body or in spirit, as each is able. 

 
PRELUDE              Change My Heart, Oh God          arr. Mark Hayes 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
+ CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                            
 One:  Early in the morning, we gather at the edge of heaven, 

All: finding the gates flung wide open by the One who welcomes all. 

One:  Early in the morning, we come to this holy place of worship, 

All:  to be touched by the One who offers us grace and love. 

One:  Early in the morning, we worship God,  who adopts us into the family, 

All:  to be filled by the One who would pour us out in service to the world. 

 

+ OPENING HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory  UMH 577 RED HYMNAL  
 
+ UNISON PRAYER                                                                     
       Holy and Patient God, you invite us into this space just as we are: a 
beautiful, messy field of your grace. We come together carrying both 
the good seed you planted and the weeds that wrap around our hearts. 
In a world that demands we pick a side and judge; you welcome us into 
this holy ground. Free us from the urge to sort, separate, or declare 
who belongs and who does not. Open our eyes to your presence among 
us, breaking down our walls and building bridges to heaven. Surely you 
are in this place, inviting us to rest, to grow, and to worship together. 
Receive our praise, tend our tangled hearts, and cultivate your love 
within us today.  Amen. 
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+ PASSING THE PEACE        UMH 158 v. 1 RED HYMNAL   
Come Christians Join to Sing 

 

Please return to your pew when the music begins. 
 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                
         Holy and Patient God, we confess that we love to sort the world into 
neat categories. We quickly label others as weeds and ourselves as 
wheat. Yet, when we look closely at our own hearts, the boundary 

blurs. We carry a messy mixture of good fruit and tangled briers. 
In our rush to pull up what is wrong, we often damage what is good. 
Forgive our demands for instant perfection and our harsh judgments. 
Like Jacob, we often sleep through your presence, blind to your grace. 
Wake us up to the truth that you are in this place, transforming us. 

Have mercy on our tangled lives and tend us until the harvest. Amen. 

Moment of silence 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS   
One:  The God of Jacob does not abandon us in the wilderness of our own 

making. Even when we are unaware, God is present, building a 
bridge between heaven and earth. God does not rip us apart to sort 
the good from the bad; instead, God patiently cultivates the good 
seed within us. Hear the good news: you are forgiven, you are loved, 
and you are being made whole. 

All:  Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING    Genesis 28: 10-19a 
GOSPEL READING          Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 
 One: The Word of God for the people of God.  
      All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
MESSAGE Maybe, Maybe Not?    Pastor Jeff  

 
+ HYMN OF RESPONSE         UMH 454 RED HYMNAL 

Open My Eyes, That I May See 
    

TIME OF PRAYER, REFLECTION, AND GIVING                                                        
 
 

Prayers for the Community   
 
Prayers for the World  
Gubernatorial Election and Policy, Sudan civil crisis, gun violence in Muskegon & 
Muskegon Heights, peace and the end to war, violent tactics of ICE agents, ICE 
agents and their families. Displaced families:  immigrants and refugees, persons 
who have lost their homes, safe passage and welcoming communities. Persecuted 
communities, peaceful protest, those experiencing food and water scarcity, crop 
failures and famine. Disaster recovery: earthquake in the Philippines, heatwaves 
across Europe, flooding across Asia and South America. War-torn nations: Gaza, 
Israel, Russia, Iran, Palestine, Ukraine, ceasefires and diplomatic solutions.  

 
You are invited to speak the first names of those in your heart. 

 
Silent Prayer and Meditation                                        Jeremiah 17: 14 NIV 
 “Heal me, Lord, and I will be healed; save me and I will be saved, for you are the one I praise.”  

 

 After a time of silence, music will begin, at this time you are invited to bring your 

prayers to the altar and to light a candle as an outward expression of your prayer 

intention. If you are unable to stand or kneel, we invite you to ask another sitting 

near you to light a candle for you. 
 

Giving- During this time of prayer you are also welcome to bring your gifts to 
the boxes at the ends of the prayer rails 

 
Prayer Response              Spirit of the Living God          UMH 393  RED HYMNAL 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
SENDING FORTH HYMN    Lord, Speak to Me         UMH 463 RED HYMNAL  
 
+ BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                           He Is Exalted         arr. Mark Hayes 
 
 

Coffee Café! Join us for coffee, conversation, and community before worship—
everyone is welcome! Table seating is located both in the café area and in the sanctuary. 
Feel free to bring your drink into the service. Whether you’re a longtime member or a 



newcomer, it’s a relaxing place to meet others, enjoy a beverage, and connect.                                                                                  
“A cup of coffee shared with friends is happiness tasted.”   

Better Together: Joint Service Project with Lake Harbor UMC!                 
Today at 12:00 PM (Noon), Lake Harbor UMC is teaming up with Temple for a 
collaborative Day of Service right here at Temple. We will be working together to give the 
TCB boxing area a much-needed facelift and fresh coat of paint. All volunteers are 
welcome—no experience required! Come ready to work, build community, and enjoy 
some pizza generously provided by Lake Harbor UMC. Let’s display the power of our 
United Methodist connection and refresh this space for the youth! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Temple Picnic at Lake Michigan: August 2nd 1:00 PM-Jim Oslund has 
graciously invited everyone to convene on the beautiful grounds of his Lake Michigan 
cottage for a picnic. Temple will provide hot dogs, buns, condiments, lemonade, and 
tableware. Suggested items to bring include chips, salads and desserts, etc. We plan to 

eat at 1:00 PM but guests are welcome to arrive earlier to socialize, swim and play games. 
Although plenty of seating is available you may want to bring your favorite lawn chair as 
well as swimsuits and towels. Note: some strenuous activity is required to traverse the 
bluff to access the beach and lake. We hope this will be a fun time to bond and grow 
together as a faith community. See you there #templestrong! 

 
 

 

 

Mission for Area People… 
Socks and underwear are essential needs for comfort and dignity and are the most 

requested—yet least donated—clothing items at shelters and clothing pantries. Mission 

for Area People is experiencing a great need for both.  We have no men’s underwear! The 

sizes needed are Men’s MED, LARGE, XL and 2XL. Ladie’s underwear sizes LARGE and 

XL and Girls size SMALL.  We also need SOCKS in every size. Thank you so much for all 

your support!  
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MAP Happy Feet Shoe Giveaway: Shopping date is Friday, 

August 14, from 10-4 at Shoe Carnival. In person registration (at 

Mission for Area People) for students to receive shoes will be on July 

20 & 24 from 10-2 and July 27 & 29 from 11-3. For more information, 

call MAP at 231-733-9672. 

 


